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That Art is moſt worthy to be approved of by all Wiſe 
Men, which brings the greateſt Convenience and Profit | 
to the State, XENO EH. Ot con. Ch. 15. | 


Whilſt Agriculture continues in good Health, every other 
Art grows ſtrong and . os Ibid. 
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A F T ER tue oi e Pamphleß 
upon Huſbandry 1 had been given to 
be printed, the Letter ſigued Hibetnia"in 
: py F reemdn's Journal of the 21ſt Inſtant, 
in Anſwer toa Part thereof was publiſhed, 
which is ſo full of Wrath, Abuſe and 
moſt unjuſt Inſinuations (a moſt extraor- 
dinary Method of reaſoning) that J am 
more confirmed than ever in the Opinion 
which ſeveral have 'done me the Honour 
to fay they have of the Merit of my Let- 
ters; but they will ſpeak for” them- 


ſelves. 
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HIBEEENIASs Letter was offered to 
ſeveral of the  News-Paper Printers in 
Dublin, with a tempting Reward to print 

it, but it was refuſed. Now, can it be 
properly called the Liberty of the Preſs, to 
publiſh whatever is offered, however falſe, 
or ſcandalous, without a Poſſibility of diſ- 
covering either the Author, the Publiſher, 
or the Shop from whence it iſſues ? Is not 
this a Diſgrace to Humanity ? Is it agree- 
A to; Chriſtian, harity ?. ? Is it not a Re- 
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puniſh, i is not that Sc el ſo, farinas * 
aof Nature, and eve N. Perſon i 1 it redu- 
lte the terrible 17 177 10 t of protecting 
+:and7 righting. himſel PEER any, Injury 


then he more Vio 3 the Affafſinati- 
one pri vate Characters, ? And 1 1s not this 
the Caſe every Day, even of the moſt | 
virtuous? Nay of Female Innocence ?— 
| Hou in the; Perſon who walked from his 
ule in the dane in Happineſs, and 
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5 
in the full Eſteem of Mankind, ſhall have 
his fair Repute aſſailed with Scandal and 
Fal ſhobd, or return Home an Object of 
Spo rand Ridicule, te the IN Malice, 
and Folly oF ond _ + 35:3 I ne Bt 
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Bur who are hes, who dare thus at 
againſt the Peace and Order of Society? 
The chief of them by all Accounts a Set 
of ſorry, needy Wretches, to procure a 
Livelyhood, and indulge a wicked Spirit ; 
whoſe Meanneſs only, is what faves them 
(ſuch as are known) from the Hand of 
Violence which they are daily provoking, 
as they are defying the Laws; and whom 
a numberleſs Detections of Falſhoods do 
but make more hardy; but this, it ſeems, 
is 3 


-or WHAT a Heart muſt that Man 
have, who would publiſh a Syllable againſt 
the private Character of his Neighbour, 
although it were Truth! Or would thus 
ſtab in the dark even his Enemy? For 
to the Mind which has not Fortitude to 
bear ſuch Things, and to deſpiſe them, 


as thoſe Reptiles do the Laws, a Town 
1 beſteged, 


beſieged, or with the Peſtilence in it, 
would be a Situation far leſs dreadful. In 
ſhort, ſuch a maſted Battery is not ſuffered 
in any other Country in the World; No,— 
not even in the Land of Liberty. 


To 
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To the READER, 


HAVE collected the following Let- 
ters, and publiſned them with the Ad- 
ditions J have made thereto, at the In- 
ſtance of ſeveral who had read themin the 
Dublin Journal, and did me the Honour 


to ſay they wiſhed to have them in a 


Pamphlet. 


I sHALL. be extremely happy if they 
ſhall be approved of, and more eſpecially 
by that honourable Body to whom this 
Kingdom is ſo much indebted for Improve- 
ments of every Kind, that a Perſon, who 
had not ſeen it for twenty Years, were he 
to ſee it this Day would hardly know it 
to be the ſame Country, and of whom, 
ſince I am led to ſpeak, I think it is in- 
cumbent on me to pay that Tribute of 
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Acknowledgment and Praiſe which is ſo 
juſtly due to thoſe two Gentlemen of its 
preſent moſt worthy Vice-P reſidents, Mr. 


| Morres, and Mr. Le Hunte, to whoſe un- 


wearied Attention to this moſt uſeful In- 


ſtitution for ſeveral Years, their extenſive 


Knowledge in its important Buſineſs, and 


their great Candour, Integrity and Juſtice 
in this honourable Office, (without which 


their Operations would be a Miſchief in- 
ſtead of a Benefit to the Community) be- 
ſides the Advantage which the Society 
have on many Occaſions, from the Know- 
ledge which theſe two Gentlemen have 
in the Laws, it is greatly owing, that the 


Kingdom is growing every Day, not only 


in the Improvement of Agriculture, that pri- 
mary Object of all, but alſo of its Manufac- 

tures and Arts, to ſuch a Degree, that it 
is an Honour to be a Member of the So- 
ciety, as its ſucceſsful Efforts are not only 
highly eſteemed, but many of them adopt- 
ed by ſome of the principal Nations of 
Europe. 


From theſe Conſiderations, I often feel 
Uneaſineſs at the > Thoughts of loſing 


either 
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either of theſe Gentlemen, not that I 
would be underſtood to derogate in the 
leaſt from the Merit of any other Perſon 
whatſoever, who alſo fills this Office; or 
that ſeveral others of the preſent Members 
of the Society, may not be to the full as 
capable of filling it, would they give the 
ſame Attention to it as theſe Gentlemen 
have never failed to do, and take the ſame 
Pains for the Acquiſition of Knowledge; 
and I have a fingular Pleaſure in obſerv- 
ing of late, a moſt laudable Emulation in 
many of the Members of the Society, to 
underſtand the various and moſt intereſt- 
ing Buſineſſes, on which they are to judge 
and determine. 


 Howeves, although Practice and Ex- 
perience may do Abundance, yet, as In- 
ſpiration is not very common among us, 
without ſome Reading, their Knowledge in 
ſeveral Caſes, can be only ſuperficial, and 
of Courſe imperfeRt. The Principles of 
Agriculture, ManufaQtures, Trade and 
Commerce, as alſo of ſome of the Arts 
and Sciences, muſt be ſtudied and well 
underſtood, that the Society may be able 
= Ho at 
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at all Times ſufficiently to judge what 
Things are, and what are not, for the 
Benefit of the Kingdom, and to which the 
Preference ſhould be given in their En- 
couragements; for theſe Purpoſes, I would 
preſume to recommend to them the fol- 
lowing Authors; Hart's Efſay on Huſ- 
bandry; The Farmer's Letters to the Peo- 
ple of England; Lifle's Huſbandry ; Du- 
hamel's Huſbandry ; And the Compleat Bo- 
dy of Huſbandry; The Preſent State of 
France ; Gee, Child, Tucker, Decker, Ca- 
ray, and Poſtlethwait on Trade; Wood's 
Survey on Trade, and Kippax on Commerce. 


| Ir wasowing to this Knowledge in ſome 
of the Members of the Society, that the 
Petition of the Manufacturers of a cer- 
tain Commodity, for an Application 
to be made by the-Society to Parlia- 


ment, to lay a further Duty upon 


the Importation of it from Foreign Coun- 
tries, was rejected; it having been very 
properly conſidered, that where a Manu- 


facture is in its Infancy in a Kingdom, and 


that there is not near ſufficient of it for its 
own Confumption, as then appeared to 
he the Caſe, as alſo, that what was im- 


ported 
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ported was far better, and ſold much 
cheaper, notwithſtanding the Duty then 
on it, and all the other Charges upon Im- 
portation, than that of the ſame Kind, 
which had been mannfactured here; I fay, 
when all theſe Matters were conſidered, 
together with the Miſchiefs of encreafing 
Duties in general, it was very juſtly deter- 
mined that ſuch an additional Duty might 
amount almoſt to a Prohibition, and that 
inſtead of encouraging the Manufacture 
here, it would be the Means of deſtroy- 

ing it, and greatly injuring the Publick by 
placing them abſolutely in the Power of 
the Manufacturers, and a Monopoly; 
beſides, that to give Umbrage to other 
Nations, with whom we are in Friendſhip, 
without any Advantage to us, would not 
be prudent. 

Bur this Knowledge will ever be moſt 
eſſentially neceſſary in a higher Aſſembly; 
to fruſtrate the deſtructive Schemes of 

thoſe, who would, for private Intereſt, 
fleece the Publick, (as. has been too often 
the Caſe, even under the ſpecious Appear- 
| ance of Patriotiſm) and whoſe Succeſs, I 
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am convinced, is, in the general, as much, 
if not more, owing to the Ignorance in 
Numbers of the Meaſure propoſed, than | 
the benign Indulgence of Friends. 


An, beſides that the Members 


of the Society are improving every Day in 
the Knowledge of Agriculture, Manufac- 


tures, Trade and Commerce, Arts and 


Sciences. T heir Room is become a School 


for ſpeaking in Publick; and as ſeveral of 
their Rules and Orders for the Regulation 
of their Proceedings, and the Conduct of 
the Members, are pretty much the ſame, 
with thoſe of the Houſe of Commons in 
the like Caſes, and as moſt of the Matters 
which are debated on in the Society, may, 
nay, muſt be frequently very principal 
Objects alſo for the Conſideration of the 
Legiſlature, therefore, the Knowledge 
acquired in the Society may, in a very ſhort 
Time, be of infinite real Advantage to the 
Kingdom, not only in the preventing of 
Jobs (as I beforementioned) but alſo in the 
promoting of beneficial Laws, and forming 
them with Propriety and Accuracy (a 
Matter 


a * 


(6 
Matter ever to be wiſhed for) more ſo 
perhaps in a ſingle Seſſion, than might 
ariſe in Centuries from the political 
Wrangles of the ambitious, vain, or ſel- 
fiſh, by which the Time that is due to the 
Service of the Publick, hath begn for ma- 
ny Years paſt, in bath Kingdoms, as im- 


properly, as unjuſtly, e and abu- 
Jed. 


Bor however ſkilful they may in Time 
become in theſe Matters, yet, on all 
Queſtions relative to the Improvement of 
Manufactures, Arts, &c. it will be moſt 
proper to examine, and hear the Opinions 
_ of thoſe, who are employed therein, and 
if any Claſhings be in any Article, to hear 
both Sides, and then to judge upon the 
Whole; for the Truſt repoſed 1 in the So- 
ciety is very great, and if the Folly and 
Preſumption of Men are in any Caſe more 
eminently miſchievous and inſufferable 
than in others, it is when they are con- 
. cerned in Publick Affairs, and attempt to | 
determine on Matters of which they are 

not 


6 5 
not capable of Judging Nemo naſeitur 
Artifex. 


80 likewiſe, on all Queſtions concern- 
ing the Improvement of Huſbandry, the 
Country Gentlemen, and thoſe of landed 
Property, who are Members of the Soci- 
ety, ſhould be moſt punctual in their At- 
tendance, and not leave this firſt and moſt 
material of all Objects to the bungling 
Management and Determination of thoſe, 
who, perhaps, never owned a Angle Acre 
of Land, nor traced a Plough in a Field, 
nor ever read a Line upon the Subject. 


Ir in the following Letters I have been 
miſtaken in any Reſpect, I hope my good 
Intentions will plead my Excuſe ; and that 
it will be indulgently conſidered, that 
however I may have read upon the Sub- 
jects of which I have ventured to treat, 
or rather have been a Collector, I have 
had but very little Advantage, fromeither 
Practice, or Experience; without which, 
I believe, I may venture to ſay, it is 

almoſt 
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almoſt morally impoſſible, that any Know- 


ledge whatſoever can be either abſolutely 


perfect, or effectually uſeful. 


| GORGES k. HOWARD. 
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Ts M. FAULKNER. 


5 I R. a Jan. 6th... 1770. 


634 54 S + you 5 moſt laudably print- 
A A ed in your diffuſive Paper, thoſe 

moſt ingenious Letters upon In- 
80 land Navigation, by Sir Lucius 
O'Brien, Bart. and Major C. Vallancey; 
give me Leave to trouble you with ſome 
few Obſervations upon Agriculture, and 
the Improvement of Huſbandry ; a Sub- 
ject ſo connected with the former, that 
they muſt go Hand in 3 or they 
B can 
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can never perfectly anſwer the good Inten- 
tions of the Promoters of both. My Let- 
ters ſhall be few and ſhort; what I have 
to ſay has been moſtly collected in a Courſe 
of Reading which I have of late purſued 
on this moſt uſeful and delightful Study ; 
and is intended, as an Epitome of the moſt 
eſſential Principles of this firſt of Sciences 
and Arts, for the Benefit of thoſe who 
may not have Leiſure to' read the ſeveral 
Authors on the Subject at large, with 
ſome few Obſervations of my own. 


'Tazr Agriculture is now conſidered 
by almoſt every Nation in Europe as a 
Matter the moſt worthy of their Attention, 
appeaxs from the Societies which have 
already been eſtabliſhed, and are every 
Day eſtabliſhing every where, and the 
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teen co-operating Societies belonging to 
them, as it may happen that a Diſtrict may 
be too large for on, Society to take Care 
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Nox is it to be wondered at, it being 


now univerſally admitted, that Agricul- 
ture is the Source of Population and 
Wealth; the Foundation of every other 


Art, Profeſſion or Buſineſs; the Support 


of States, and the Baſis of Commerce and 


Independency. | 


AN p in the Letters lately publiſhed oth 


the preſent 'State of the French Nation, 


it appears from many Inſtances and moſt 
convincing Proofs (which would be too 
| tedious here to mention) that this great 

Nation was either in a State of Glory or 
Declenſion, in Proportion to the Advance- 
ment or Depreſſion of Huſbandry; and 
that whenever any Manufactures were en- 


couraged, until that firſt, great Manufac- 
ture of the Soil was complete, Poverty 


and Diſtreſs were the certain Conſequen- RE 
ces, and they became dependent on their 


Neighbours for Bread; and that it was 
from this Error, more than any Succeſs 
of Arms againſt them, that they have been 
compelled to ſubmit to almoſt every Peace 


winch they have agreed to in the preſent 
Century. 
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THE Art of * riculture is at preſent 
publickly 1 in the Swediſh, Daniſh 
and German Univerſities, whence the 
Service to their reſpective Countries will 
be rendered more effectual, as the ſpecu- 
lative Parts ſo neceſſary to the Knowledge 
of this noble Science (for ſo I may with 
Safety call it) will be underſtood, as well 
as the practical. 


— 


dw England alone exceeds all other 
Nations in the Improvement of Huſban- 
dry, and the infinite Advantages of it are 
becomi ing every Day more and more ma- 
nifeſt; but of all the Nations upon the 
Face of the Globe, there is not one to 
whom it would be more advantageous 
than it would be to this, for Reaſons 
which ſhall be reſerved for a future Letter 
on. this _— 
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To Mr. FNAULKN ß 


8 Jan. 16th. 1970. 
N my firſt Letter upon Huſbandry, I 
promiſed to endeavour to ſhew, that 

there js not any Kingdom in Europe to 
which the Promotion and Improvement 
of Agriculture would be more truly advan- 
9 than to this our Country of Ire- 
land; and for that Purpoſe, I ſhall firſt 
mention what its real, great Patriot, the 


late Dean Swift, has mentioned on this 
Subject. 


0 Tas cultivating and Improvement 
Sof Land (ſays he) is certainly a Subject 
* worthy of the higheſt Enquiry in any 
„Country, but eſpecially in ours, wherewe 
{ are ſo ſtrangely limited in every Branch 
of Trade that canbe of Advantage to us, 
and utterly deprived of thoſe which are 

« of the greateſt Importance, ſo that I think 
« little is left us, beſides the cultivating our 
Soil, encouraging Agriculture, and max- 
ing great Plantations of Trees, that we 
might not be under the. Neceſſity of ſend- 
ing for Corn and Bark from England, and 
Timber from other Countries. This would 

3 inereaſe 


« increaie the Number of our Inhabitants, 

* and help to confume our natural Products 
* as well as Manufactures at Home. And I 
* ſhall never forget what J once ventured 
to ſay to a great Man in England, that 
few Politicians, with all their Schemes, are 
te half fo uſeful Members of a Common- 
* wealth, as an honeſt Farmer, who by 

ſkilfully draining, fencing, manuring and 
4 1 — hath increaſed the intrinſic Va- 
lue of a piece of Land, and thereby done 
a perpetual Service to his Country, which 
it is a great Controverſy whether any of 
the former ever did ſince the Creation of 
te the World; but no Controverſy at all, 
* that ninety-nine in a hundred have done 
* Abundance of Miſchief.” 


cc 


IT has been computed by a famous 
Writer, in England, upon Huſbandry, that 
a Piece of Ground conſiſting of three ſquare 
Miles, or 1920 Acres of commonly good 
Land, will furniſh Food for 850 Perſons. 
Now Ireland contains about elevenMillions 
and an Half of Acres, Iriſh Plantation 
Meafure, which, according to the differ- 
ent Admeaſurement of Land in the two 
Kingdoms, are above eighteen Millions 
and an Half of Engliſh Statute Meaſure, of 
which not one Half is at all cultivated 


and 
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and the other Half by no Means com- 
pletely. The Inhabitants at preſent are 
eſtimated at about two Millions; what a 
prodigrous Increaſe of Population, Wealth 
and Strength might, on the Improve- 
ment of Huſbandry, and the promoting 
of Cultivation, be produced in this King- 
dom, every Man who underſtands Figures 
may eaſily calculate ; wherefore an antient 
Engliſh Writer obſerves, that a ſingle 


uncultivated Acre is a real phyſical Evil 
in a State. 5 
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* The Premiums lately propoſed by the Dublin 
Society, to the Renters of 3 for reclaiming un- 
profitable Mountain and Bog, if they were to be 
doubled, would in Time, make this a flouriſhing 

Kingdom. They are at preſent too ſmall, for theſe 
poor Tenants, who have no Capital, and Mone 

could not be better applied. Men of Eſtates, if they 
improve their Lands, will have ſufficient Premium, in 
the Encreaſe of the Value, and eniarging their In- 
heritances: and do they not alſo gain, by what the 
Renters of their Lands improve? But the Premiums 
to the poor Renters of Land are by one Half too imall; 

and the Requiſites to be afterwards performed, in 
order to get them, too great. Af their whole 
Expences were to be paid the Publick would gain. 
Magis prodigii Simile eſt, quod accidit, ut res cor- 
poribus noſtris, vitæque utilitati maxime conveniens, 
minimam conſummationem haberet, idque ſperneretur 
genus amplificandi retinendique parimoni, quod om 
ni crimine curet. 


CoLIuxELLA de Re Ruſt. in Proem. 
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2 — WHENCE it appears, that Cultiva- 
tion, under Creation, is the Buſineſs of 
the higheſt Importance and Advantage to 
Society; it is the natural, the only Root, 
from + obo the Manufactures, and all 
Improvement in Crafts, with their vari- 
ous; Materials, all Arts and all Sciences 
dan ariſe; theſe. are the Branches, the 
Flowers and the Fruit; but Culture is the 
Root and Trunk Which yields Nouriſh- 
ment, Sap and Growth to the Whole. 


z 1T318" peculiarly important to a com- 
mercial Nation, the Support of its 'Trade 
depending on its Manufactures, thoſe Ma- 
nufactures on the Rate of Labour, and 
the Rate of Labour, in a great Degree, on 
the Price of the Neceſſaries of Life. 


AND 3 in his Advice to hls "8 
Marcus, ſays thus : Of all the profita- 
ble Arts, none is preferable to Agricul- 
ture, no one more uſeful, and nothin 
more worthy of a Man in a free State.“ 


| „Bu- whilſt we and all the Nations of 
Eto are thus labouring to bring this 

| glorious Work to Perfection, it never can 
be completed, nor that wiſh'd for Utility 
ariſe 
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ariſe to the Publick from all the Experi- 
ments that can be made in it, until the 
neceſſary Inſtruments which are to be uſed 
in it ſhall firſt be perfected, an Underta- 
king which. correſponds ſo much with the 
Views of the firſt; that it ſeems to be al- 
moſt an inſeparable Conſequence ; and fo 
ſenſible are they of it in England, that 
large Premiums and Bounties are offered 
by thoſe' reſpectable Patriots who form 
the Society of Arts, &c. eſtabliſhed at 
London, for the making of Implements 
for facilitating: the Practice of Agriculture, 
and accordingly a Variety of different 
Machines have been ſent them in Cm” 
quence thereof. 


Tris puts mein Mind of a remarka- 
ble Story in the Roman Hiſtory, the parti- 


cCular Period of Time in which it happen- 


ed I do not well recollect, but that it was 
during the Time of the Common-wealth : 
A Farmer being charged with Witch- 
craft, for that his Fields bore three-fold 
_ Crops, and that ſuch an Increaſe attended 
his Induſtry, which nothing but Sorcery 
could have effected, was cited before the 
People in the Forum; he accordingly ap- 
peared, and brought with him all his 
Utenſils and Ins of Huſbandry 1 * 

| tne 


1 
the higheſt Order with his large, fat Oxen, 
attended by a Parcel of healthy, luſty 
Sons and Daughters, and pointing to the 

Whole, ſaid © Theſe, O Romans! are my 


Charms.“ He was acquitted with Honour, 


and diſmiſſed with Reward. 


Suck a Genius we have now among 
us, Mr. John Wynne Baker, encouraged 
by the Dublin Society, and in their Ser- 
vice, who 1s not only improving, but 
creating Inſtruments of Huſbandry ; and 
the Benefits ariſing therefrom have been 
ſo diffuſed through every Quarter of the 
Kingdom, that it is gaining every where a 
different, yea a new Appearance of 
Beauty. 


AGRICOLA. 


To 


5 


To the PRINT E R. 


Feb. ach 1770. 

HAVE endeavoured to ſhew in my 
1 laſt Letter, that however earneſt the 
Zeal for Agriculture and the Improvement 
of Huſbandry may be in any Country, yet 
that it cannot be brought to that Degree 
of Perfection which it's Friends would wiſh 
for, without a high Degree of Perfection 
alſo in the ſeveral neceſſary Machines and 
Implements for carrying on this important 


Work. 


FoR this Purpoſe, it were to be wiſhed, 
that Factories and public Repoſitories 
were to be eſtabliſhed, under the Directi- 
on of the Dublin Society, in each of the 
moſt central Towns of the ſeveral Pro- 
yinces of the Kingdom, 


Bur now it may be objected, whence 
all the Artificers for theſe prodigious 
Works are to be produced? In anſwer, I 
will not ſay that it could he effected at 
once, yet in a little Time a Deal may be 
done, and ſkilful Huſbandmen and inge- 
nious Artificers of the Machines and In- 
ſtruments 


— — 
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ſtruments of Agriculture, be diſperſed and 
eſtabliſhed * over the Kingdom, by 


putting out Apprentices to learn the "wg 


tical Knowledge of Huſbandry, and the 
Fabrication of the Machines and Irmple- 
ments thereof, in order to ſupply the diſ- 
tant Parts of the Kingdom with fkilful 
Huſbandmen, Mechanicks and Workmen. 


CowLEyY, that moſt excellent Writer, 
ſpeaking of a rural Life and Huſbandry, 
lays thus: There is no other Sort of Life 
* that affords more Branches of Praiſe to 
a Panegyriſt; the Utility of it to a 
Man's ſelf; the Uſefulneſs or rather 
* the Neceſſity of it to all the reſt of 
Mankind; the Innocence, the Pleaſures, 
the Antiquity, the Dignity ; the Lucre 
of it is not, now, ſo great in our Na- 
tion, as ariſes from the Merchandize 
and Trade of the City; we have no 
Men now fetched from the Plough to 
be made Lords, as they were in Rome 
to be made Conſuls and Dictators; the 
Reaſon of which is from an evil Cuſ- 
tom amongſt us, that no Men put their 
Children to be bred up Apprentices 
in Huſbandry, as in other Trades, but 
ſuch who are ſo poor, that when they 
come to be . they have not 

„* where- 


. 
« wherewithal to ſet up in it; and ſo cant 
only farm ſome very ſmall Parcel of 
« Ground, whoſe Rent devours all but 
the bare Subſiſtence of the Tenant ; 
« whilſt they who are Proprictors of the 
„Land are either too proud, or for Want 
« of Education, too ignorant, to improve 
« it, though the Means of doing it be as 
« eafy and certain in this as in any other 
« 'Trats of human Commerce. If there 
« were always 2 or 3000 Youths for 7 or 
< 8 Years bound to this Profefſion, that 
„they might learn the whole Art of it, 
„and afterwards be enabled by a mode- 
rate Stock to be Mafters in it, there is 
no Doubt we ſhould ſee as many Alder- 
« mens Eſtates made in the Country, as 
„ now we do out of all Kinds of Mer- 
< chandizing in the City, and there is no 
* Reaſon why Agriculture ſhould not be 
< taught young Perſons, as any other 
Trade and Occupation in Life. There 
5 are many Ways to be rich, and which 
1 « 1s better, there is no Poſſibility to be 
poor, without ſuch Negligence as can 
neither have Excuſe nor Pity.” * 


\ 
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* COLUMELLA on this Subject, Lib. 1. writes thus, 
Satis mirari non poſſum, quod animi ſibi quiſque 
fomatorem 


66 
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THEsE are the Words of the fa- 
mous Cowley. If then 200 Boys were to 
be bound as Apprentices in each of the four 
Provinces, 150 to ſkilful Huſbandmen 
and Farmers, and the remaining 50 to 
rtificers of the Machines and Inſtruments 
of Huſbandry in the ſeveral Branches 
thereof, for ſeven Years, at 121. yearly 
each, for their entire Maintenance, Diet, 
Lodging and Cloathing, during their Ser- 
vice, and to keep up a Succeſſion of them 
what a populous, wealthy Kingdom 
might we not expect to ſee ere many 
Years would paſs. 


Now 


formatorem præceptoremque virtutis è cætu ſapienti- 

um arceſſat ; ſola res ruſtica, quz ſine dubitatione 
proxima et quaſi conſanguinea ſapientiæ eſt, tam diſ- 
centibus egeat quam Magiſtris. Adhuc enim ſcholas 
rhetorum, et geometrarum, muſicorumque, vel, 
quod ma gis mirandum eſt, contemptiſſimorum viti- 
orum officinas, guloſins condiendi cibos, et luxuri- 
oſs fercula ſtruendi, capitumque & capillorum con- 
cinnatores non ſolum eſſe audivi, ſed & ipſe vidi: 
Agricolationes neque doctores qui ſe profiterentur, 
neque diſcipulos cognovi. Cum etiam, fi prædicta- 
rum artium civitas egeret, tamen, ſicut apud priſcos, 
florere poſſet reſpublica; nam ſine ludicris artibus, 
atque etiam ſine cauſidicis, olim ſatis felices fuere fu- 
turzque ſunt urbes; at fine Agricultoribus nec con- 
ſiſtere . nec ali poſſe manifeſtum eſt. 


Cm 


| . New: this would be an annual Expence 

of g600l. and if a Fund for this Purpoſe 
were to be provided for by Parliament, 
could ſo much of the Publick Money be 
better diſpoſed of ? 


"Put, Huſbandry (as a late ingenious 
Author obſerves) affords the only true 
Seminary for Soldiers and Mariners, as it 
enures Men from their early Youth to 
Heats, Colds, Fatigue and Labour, and is 
one main Cauſe of Health and Strength ; 
beſides, the Produce of the Huſbandmanſs 
Labours 1s the only Merchandiſe which 
all the World is obliged to deal in. 


AND if certain Portions of Land were 
alſo to be taken at the Publick Expence 
in every of the ſaid Provinces, for no 
other Purpoſe but the making of Expe- 
riments in Huſbandry, and they to be 

_ annually publiſhed, the Knowledge, as 
well ſcientifical, as practical, which muſt 
then ariſe of Courſe, would without any 


other Profit, largely OY” the Expence 


of the Rent. 
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I rRAR I have tired you, but in my 
next Letter I hope to finiſh all I have to 


ſay upon this, of all, moſt intereſting 
Subject. 


AGRICOLA. 


To 


6 


To the PRINTER. 


SI 7 Feb. 24; 1770. 
TT HOPE in my three former Letters 
1 (which you have been ſo indulgent as 
to inſert) I have fully ſhewn the prodigi- 
ous great Advantage that the Improve- 
ment of Huſbandry would be to this, but 
infant Kingdom in this Buſineſs, with ſuch | 
Means as have occurred to me, that may 
be fieceflary for the effectual Promotion 
thereof. But this grand Object is not at- 
tended to, near as much as it ought to be, 
nor could any Thing (as a late ingenious 
Author ſays) make us forget theſe Truths, 
but becauſe they are common ones, Man- 
kind being naturally fond of Novelty, and 
too apt to prefer the ſhowy to the uſeful, 
or over- look what is near, in order to ſpe- 
culate upon that which is diſtant; yet it 


z³ʒsj better to prefer plain, obvious, and ſim- 


ple Truths, as proving in the End moſt 
uſeful, as well as moſt univerſal. 


In conſequence of the Miſtake which I 
have here mentioned, it is, that Mankind 
ſeems to apply itſelf more to the Produc- 
tions of Art than thoſe of Nature, and 


hence it happens, that the. primitive Source 
of 


634) 
of Wealth, and the vital Support of no 
leſs than the whole human Species, are 
both conſigned to the Management of 

mean, ignorant People. 


Io aſk one Queſtion, which (as another 
Author ſays) will be entering immediately 
on the Subject; Is there any Profeſſion or 
Buſineſs which ought to be advanced to 
the Heighth it is capable of, before others 
are encouraged which draw off the work- 
ing Hands from the former? The Que- 
ſtion is clear, preciſe and determinate: 
Agriculture, that greateſt of all Ma- 
nufactures, ought to flouriſh to the 
full Cultivation of the Land, before 
what are commonly called Manufactures 
take Place, as Articles of Trade and 
Commerce; and after Cultivation is at 
its Heighth, thoſe Manufactures ought 
firſt to be encouraged, which work upon 
Materials of dur own Growth; and laſt- 
ly, thoſe which employ foreign Mate- 
rials. T OrRER 

* One Million's worth - Things vendible (ſays Mon- 
teſquieu). being Productions from our own Earth, and 
raiſed from our own Hands at Home, will, when export- 
ed, bring a Nation more real Gain, than the Sale of Three 
Millions worth of Goods in ManufaAures, where the Ma- 
terials manufactured are purchaſed from Abroad. 

+ Nor is it to be expected that any Manufacture 


can ariſe at Perfection in a Country, where there is 
| no 


or 

OrkhERw ISE, we begin with the wrong 

End; the true Gradation or Progreſſion 

being thus; Agriculture, E 

S Manufactures, 22 
Fine Arts. ones 
o 


no foreign Trade for it, but the Conſumption” 
confined to the Natives, and of Courſe no Rivalſhip ; 
fo likewiſe, if any of the Materials are not to be had 
at Home, and that there is a Reſtraint of Importa- 
tion from the Countries of which they are the Pro- 
duce, as we may then but have them at the third or 
fourth Hand, and often but in ſmall Degree of Pu- 
rity : neither is it to be hoped, that they will ever 
thrive in chief or great Cities, where Proviſions and of. 
Courſe Labour are dear, Combinations among Work- 
men moſt frequent, with Idleneſs, Diſſipation and Riot. 
Wherefore, our chief Attentions ſhould be directed 
to Objects where we can proſper, Corn and Linen; 
for the Exportation of the firſt of which, there is at 
preſent a parliamentary Premium, (would it were per- 
petual) the other is Duty free. So that, if the 
Numbers now employed at them, were five fold, 
their Products never would want Vent. — The manu- 
facturing of Woollen Cloth in the Country, from 
55. 8d. to 105. a Yard, is very worthy of Encourage- 
ment, which would not only conſume Abundance of 
our own Wool (which is only uſed in this Sort of 
Cloth) but prevent our Enemies from getting it. 
O!] that England would at length ſee their own In- 
tereſt, and let us but export theſe low-prized Cloths, 
— The Fiſheries alſo are moſt worthy of Attention. 
Another material Conſideration is, whether there be 
any Likelihood of much Succeſs in a Manufacture, 
which requires a continued Bounty for Years to ſup- 
port it. 8 | | 
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. 
ue this Reaſon, it hath often troubled 
18 this ſcarce quarter peopled Country, 


| — 1 I have heard of the Number uf Boys, 


(in a conſtant Suceeffion) who are em We 
in Drawing-Schools, as ſeveral of them, 
eſpecially of thoſe who are intended for 


Painting and Sculpture, may, and in all 


Lakelihood, will be Bands either abſo- 
lutely lot, or a Burthen to Society; for 
(as that moſt elegant and judicious Wri- 
ter, the Author of the Eſſay on the fine 


Arts, fays no Genius, of what Kind ſo- 


ever, can emerge, without Examples to 
imitate, and Models to ſtudy; for though 
it be true, that every Poet muſt be born 


. one, yet it is as true; 9. that every Poet muſt 


be taught. As Genius will do Nothing 


wakes Study, ſo Study will do Nothing 


without Genius. 


New, the Fact is (ſays he) we have no 
Opportunities, no Examples, no Maſters, 
no Models for Painting; we never ſee an 
Antique; we have no Virgils, no Homers, 


ne Claſſicks in Deſign; Printing is not 


here available; Rome is the Repoſitory 
of Medals, and therefore the School of 


| Artiſans. 


IT is true, that there are FI Originals | 
here in the Hands of private Perſons, but 


not to be got at to be imitated. In Italy 
. and 


and France there are e publick Galleries for 
the Purpoſe. 
Bor is not this manifeſted every Day 
beyond all Doubt, from the very little 
| Progreſs which has been made in the Arts 
I have mentioned, viſible even to the leaſt 
ſkilful in them? as for real Judges, I think, 


I may with Safety ſay, there is not one in 
fifty Thouſand. 


| Bus i in caſe it were poſſible that a few 
ſhould arrive at Excellence here, (which 
for the Reaſons before given, cannot well 
be expected) what Encouragement could 
they hope to get among us? They of 
large Fortunes, who refide in this King- 
dom, and who have any ready Caſh to ena- 
ble them to indulge a Taſte this Way, are 
far from being foicient for the Encou- 
ragement. of Genius; wherefore, it may 
be reaſonably ſu ppoſed, that ſuch Profi- 
cients would cb ſeek ſome kinder 
Soil; ſo that we ſhould only have the Ho- 
nour of their being born among us, and 
perhaps, they might themſelves deny us 
even that; ſuch | Im have been. 


WHEREFORE, I have often with re- 
gret, reflected on the Sums which have 
been given from Time to Time, ſince the 


Inſtitution of the Dublin Society, in Boun- 
ties, 


16. 


ties, for ingenious Inventions, or Improve- 
ments in thoſe of the fine Arts as tend to 


Luxury, more than to Uſe, and which 
ha ve, too often, expired with the Gift, or 


for Matters which have not been really 


worthy of Attention; the one Half of 


which, if, from the Beginning, it had been 


applied to encourage the Improvement of 
uncultivated Mountain and Bog, in the 
Manner I have before mentioned, by this 


Time, whole Tracts would have been cul- 


tivated, which would have been a perma- 
nent Acquiſition of Population and Wealth 
to the Kingdom. LODI DOS. 7 


_ CovLD we but exhibit in our Society 


Rooms (as we do Pictures and Buſts) the 


cultivated verdant Hills, and the luxuriant 
Lawns and Meads which have been I may 
ſay; created here of late from the Improve- 
ments in Agriculture, in Conſequence of 
the Leſſons, ſcientifical and practical, of 
that ingenious Gentleman, Mr. Baker, of 
whom I have before ſpoken, and of whom 
the Society of Arts in London, as well as 


our Society, have ſo often made ſuch ho- 


nourable mention, and whom the former 
have of late preſented with a Gold Medal, 
X 2} we 
Some of theſe alledged Inventions might have 
been former Methods long ſince exploded, for to ſuch 


Impoſnions, the Judges on theſe Matters, if they ſhould 
be unſkilled, are undoubtedly liable. 


4 
we ſhould never endure that the fineſt 
Arts that ever exiſted ſhould be placed in 
the leaſt Degree of Competition with that 
firſt and principal Object, the Improve-. 
ment of Huſbandry, and from which the 
_ reſt (I hope it has been ſhown) muſt fol- 


low of Courſe. 


Now to conclude, if Ireland (as it has 
been ſaid) contains eighteen Million and 
an Half of Acres, Engliſh Statute Mea- 
ſure, and that near one Half of them are 
waſte and uncultivated, and the other Half 
very far from being fully improved, ſhould 
not the Cultivation of thoſe Acres be the 
material Object of our Attention and Care? 
And to conſider, whether all the Hands 
employed in Manufactures, Arts, &c. to 
the Amount of thoſe neceſſary for ſuch Cul- 
ture, are not employed to the Detriment of 
the State, provided, if they were otherwiſe 
employed than they are at preſent, it would 
be in the Purpoſes of ſuch a Cultivation. * 


I am, Sin, 


| GORGES k. HOWARD. 


* See the Farmer's Letters, Hart's Eſſay on Huſban- | 
dry, and the preſent Stute of Fr ance. 
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